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Embracing healthcare innovation

The recently concluded Health Conclave here was a watershed moment in the region’s health-
care sector. The occasion, which was attended by Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha and other top
officials, highlighted the significant progress made in recent years in J&K’s healthcare. Several
Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) were signed at the Conclave, paving the way for ground-
breaking initiatives to be implemented across the Union Territory (UT). This meeting emphasised
the transformative power of technology and infrastructure in revolutionising patient care. The
healthcare sector in UT has seen a significant transformation during the last three to four years
while it remains the fact that from primary to district level, developments have ushered in a new
era of improved patient care.

The creation of solid healthcare infrastructure across the UT demonstrates the administration’s
dedication to the well-being of its residents. These efforts not only addressed gaps in healthcare
accessibility but also improved the quality of services delivered to patients. The incorporation of
modern technical tools has been one of the most notable developments in this healthcare revolution.
These tools have transformed the way doctors diagnose and treat patients, saving time and allowing
them to give the best treatment possible. The development of cutting-edge medical technology,
computerised health records, and telemedicine services has bridged the urban-rural divide. This has
introduced specialised healthcare services to rural areas, empowering both patients and medical
personnel.

This extraordinary turnaround must be maintained and developed. The government should
prioritise continuing investment in healthcare infrastructure, ensuring that people in both urban
and rural areas have access to cutting-edge care. The first-ever Health Conclave in J&K has laid
the groundwork for a bright future in the healthcare sector. The region is positioned to become a
forerunner in providing great healthcare by embracing innovation, expanding infrastructure, and
promoting collaborations. The efforts made thus far have already changed the lives of countless
people, and with continued dedication, J&K has the potential to become a shining example of
healthcare excellence.
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ABDM's Scan &
Share streamlining
patient care in J&K

Il Irfan Ahmad

Inamonumental step towards enhancinghealth-
care accessibility and streamlining patient care, the
Health & Medical Education (H&ME) Department
hasinitiated theimplementation ofthe Scan & Share
Queue Management System. Thisinnovative system,
introduced under the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mis-
sion (ABDM), aims to tackle the issue oflong queues
andreducewaittimes for patients seeking outpatient
department (OPD) registrations in hospitals across
the Union Territory (UT).

Already operational in various hospitals across
Kashmir and Jammu Division, the authorities are
currentlyin the process of settingup the Scan & Share
Queue Management System in all hospitals across
J&K, aiming to facilitate the general public visiting
the hospitals and make OPD registrations easy and
seamless for them. Exploring the functionality of the
system, the officialsinformed thatindividuals arere-
quired to createan ABHA ID using their Aadhaar card
detailsand download amobile application equipped
with the ABHA feature. Armed with these tools, pa-
tients will be ready to experience a streamlined and
hassle-free healthcare journey as soon as they reach
the concerned hospitals.

Dr ShafqatKhan, the Additional Mission Director
forthe Ayushman Bharat Digital Missionin J&K, further
informed, "Uponarrival attheir chosen hospital fora
consultation, patients simplyneed toscanthe hospital's
unique QR code using the mobile application. This
simple action registers them in the hospital's system
andinstantly provides them with token numbers. This
process eliminates the need for physical queueing,
minimizingwaittimes and ensuringamore organized
and efficient flow of patients."

Theintroduction ofthe Scan & Share Queue Man-

agement System has garnered praise from patients
who have experienced its benefits firsthand. Latief
Ahmad, a patient who recently utilized the system
at a hospital in Srinagar, expressed his satisfaction,
stating, "The Scan & Share QueueManagement System
hasmadeasignificantdifference in myexperience at
the hospital. Inolonger have to spend hours waiting
in line for an OPD registration. The process is quick
and convenient, allowing me to focus on other things
related to healthcare."

Beyond the convenience it offers to patients, the
system also streamlines administrative processes for
healthcare institutions. With the digitization of reg-
istration and queue management, hospital staff can
optimize their resources and dedicate more time to
providingquality careto patients. Thistechnology-driv-
enapproach hasenabled healthcare professionalsto
focus on what matters most: delivering timely and
effective medical services, and the change is quite
visible on the ground.

The implementation of the Scan & Share Queue
Management System exemplifies the commitment of
the J&Kadministration to embrace digitalinnovation
and prioritize patient-centric care. By leveraging the
power of technology, the UT is at the forefront of
transforming healthcare accessibility, ensuring that
citizens receive the care they need promptly. Itis in-
teresting to note that J&K s in the 3rd slot across the
country regarding the implementation of initiatives
under the ABDM and has generated nearly over 3
lakh OPD tokens through the Scan & Share Queue
Management System, even though the UT started it
justa few months ago.

"The 3 lakh mark has been crossed just in three
months after the start of the initiative in J&K. We are
movingaheadintherightdirection,andwearehopeful
ofmakingthemuch-needed change onthehealthcare
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landscape in the UT," said Dr Khan.

One ofthe administrators ofahospital functioning
inthe peripheries, whichrecentlygotthe Scan &Share
systeminstalled, said, "Theintroduction of the Queue
Management System has been a game-changer for
us. Ithassignificantlyreduced patientwait times and
streamlined our operations. We can now allocate
ourresources more efficiently, resultingin improved
patientsatisfaction and overall healthcare
outcomes."

Whilethehospitalsthathaveimplement-
ed the facility have been able to improve
theirpatientservices, some others, despite
being important hospitals, are yet to start
the queuemanagementsystem. Theglaring
example is SKIMS, Soura, whichhasbeen
facing issues in implementing the queue
management system, causing inconven-
ienceforthe patients comingfromvarious
parts of Kashmir. Even as other hospitals
are making use of digital interventions to
make patient care hassle-free, thelonglines
of patients tryingto get their OPD card and
make payments for investigations are still
anorm at SKIMS, Soura.

"I have seen this facility in use in hos-
pitals in districts, but at SKIMS, they are
following the old way of making people
stand in endless queues, which not only
consumeshoursbutalso affects the patient
services badly. The authorities must take
note of itand ensure that people are facil-
itated," said an attendee, Zahoor Ahmad
from Bijbehara. On the other hand, the Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission continues torevolutionize the
healthcare landscape in J&K, breaking barriers and
bridginggapsinhealthcare access. Byharnessingthe
potential of technology, the mission is empowering
both patients and healthcare providers, fostering a
patient-centred healthcare ecosystem.

Looking ahead, the commitment of the LG-led
administration to expand the implementation of the
Scan & Share Queue Management System across all
hospitals in J&K is a testament to its dedication to
transformingthehealthcaresector. Asmoreinstitutions
adopt thisinnovative system, the UT moves closer to
achieving its goal of comprehensive and inclusive
healthcare for all its residents.

"The Scan & Share System is not merely a tech-
nological solution; it represents a transformative ap-
proach to healthcare delivery. Its success illustrates

howtechnologycanbeharnessed tobridge gapsand
enhance patientexperiences," saidadoctor stationed
at District Hospital Shopian.
Peoplewhopreviouslystruggled with several things
are now witnessing a change in healthcare service
delivery, atleastin Kashmir, while they are expecting
further improvements. They note that while smaller
hospitals are providing a seamless experience, the

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission [ABDM]
THE ROOTS OF HEALTHIER INDHA AT HICO

same cannot be said for important hospitals where
alarge number of people visit.

"The paymentissue is a hectic process; while the
authorities have taken the first step by digitizing the
OPD registration, there is a need to find a way out
for payments. If that is done, the result would be
enhanced and better healthcare services, which no
doubt are already improving," said Javaid Ahmad, a
local journalist.

As the healthcare landscape in J&K continues
to evolve, digital interventions represent a beacon
of hope for a future where every citizen can access
efficient, patient-centric care. The journey towards
comprehensive healthcare for all is ongoing, and
with the continued dedication ofhealthcare authori-
ties and the transformative power of technology, the
vision of a healthier and happier population draws
closer every day.
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At Hazratbal shrine, LG
Manoj Sinha calls for revival
of ‘'shrine tourism’ in Kashmir

Il “Prophet Muhammad (Saw) has stated unless heart is purified,

body remains impure’

Il “Valley shrines can attract huge number of people from outside”

Il “Seeks peoples support to establish peace”

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir’s Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha visited the revered shrine of
Hazratbal in Srinagar and called for revival of ‘shrine
tourism in Kashmir” He said that Eid-ul-Adha is a
festival of peace and harmony.

Reviewing the preparations and facilities at the
shrine thathouses the holyrelic of Prophet Muham-
mad (SAW), he said thattoday top officials from the
administration are present and preparations are
in place for the upcoming festival of Eid-ul-Adha.
Quoting saying (Hadith) of Prophet Muhammad
(SAW), the LG, said that the Prophet (SAW) has
stated that unless the heart is purified, the body

remains impure. “If heart is clean, the entire body
is clean,” he said.

TheLGsaid thatthewaypeoplefromacrossIndiaare
comingforthe Amarnath Yatra, people canalsocome
toseerevered shrineslike Hazratbal, Charar-e-Sharief
and dozens of other shrines in the Valley. “Shrine
tourism can berevived to attract people from the rest
of the country. I am open to get feedback from the
people, Waqf Board and anyone else on this issue.
You can to me or I can visit you as well,” he said.

Hesaid Eid-ul-Adhais a festival of peace and har-
mony. The LG prayed for the peace and prosperityin
J&K at the shrine.
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Your future doesn't lie in Guns,
Stones, India, world awaits your
talent: Amit Shah to Youth

Il "Three families had hijacked democracy in J&K, never allowed
Panchayat elections’

Il "PM Modi ensured democracy at grassroot level

Il "J&K politicians bought Vilas in foreign, spent winters outside”

Il "G-20 became best platform to showcase Kashmir peace”

Il "Hotel room capacity to increase three times in next 5 years®

Srinagar: Union Home Minister Amit Shah while person is entitled to get a taxi after proper security
reaching out to Kashmiriyouth said that the future of verification. There was a rule that only those whose
Valley'syounggeneration doesn't
lie in guns and stones but in the
hugeIndianandglobalmarketthat
awaits their talent.

Addressingthe gatheringafter
inaugurating several projects at
Rajbhawan Srinagar, Shah said
that those who handed over guns
andstonesto Kashmiriyouthwere
never well wishers of the young
lot of Valley. “Future of Kashmiri
youthdoesn'tlieingunsandstones.
Pickuplaptops and march ahead
as there are huge opportunities
waiting for you in big Indian and
global markets. We are waiting for

your talent. I urge the Kashmiri T LA - o | ""E-—-_h » ¥ !
youth to be part of the change," ! s AR vt l_:'l-.f: a_i" ] *l
Shah said. et

s

|
Yo
Hesaid Kashmirhaschangeda 1 g Yo A
lotover the pastfewyears."School il | kiﬁ-" -1 %
closures, strike callsand explosions

have been controlled and there is

anatmosphere of peace. Lastyear 1.88 Crore tourists fathers or grandfathers were owing taxis are entitled
visited Kashmir," Shah said, adding that last time for new taxis but that is not the case now.”

when he visited Kashmir, many people complained Taking a dig at Gandhi's, Abdullah's and Muf-
tohimthatthey couldn'tgettaxis. "[ensure thatevery ti's, Shah said these three families were never
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allowed to flourish democracy at the grassroot
level. "For 70 years, Panchayat elections were
never held here. To ensure change needs a will
and that will was shown by the Prime Minister
Narendera Modji, who took a step to see Panchayat
polls are held in J&K and democracy reaches to
every village inJ&K," he said.

Asking people when they have seen a new hotel
coming up in Kashmir, the Home Minister said to
accommodate the huge rush of tourists, hotel room
capacity across the Valley will go up three times in
next five years. "We will not face any issue while ac-
commodating tourists," he said.

He said for the first time, J&K people are benefit-
ing from a lot of small schemes. “Farmer's never got
any money in their accounts in the last 70 years, but
12.43 lakh farmers of J&K are getting Rs 6000 in their
accounts yearly.

He said money was never an issue for J&K but
that it would never reach the right person and due
tounprecedented corruption crores of rupeeswould
go waste. “J&K politicians bought palatial houses
in foreign and they would spend winters in foreign
everyyear,"hesaid. "Does anybodyknowwhere these
people got the money?"

Shah said that today there are top institutions in
Kashmir including AIIMS, IIM and IIT people are
reapingthe benefits. The Home Minister announced
that Dal lake and Tatoo ground will be major attrac-
tions of Kashmir where every Indian would love to
visit Srinagar.

Taking a jibe at National Conference vice presi-
dentOmar Abdullah and PDP chiefMehbooba Mufti
welcomed the G-20 summitin their ownwaybutdue
to the personal efforts of J&K Lieutenant Governor
ManojSinha, the eventbecameagrand success. “The
change that took place in Kashmir over the past few
years had to be showcased at global level and G-20
became the best platform," he said. KNO

In Jammu

Lashingoutatthe Gandhi's, Abdullahs and Mutfti's,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah Friday accused
the three families of being responsible for the killing
0f 42000 people in J&K from 1947 to 2014. He said
successful G-20 in Srinagar was a grand success
and all the participants have gone back to their
respective countries with the message of message.

Addressing amassive gathering at Bagwati Nagar
Rally Ground in Jammu amid scorching heat, the
Home Minister, said that gone are the days, when
three families would rule and ruin J&K. "From 1947

to 2014, 42000 people were killed in J&K, who was
ruling during this period. Three families—Gandhi's,
Abdullah's and Mufti's," he said.

Paying tributes to the BJP ideologue, Dr Shayma
Prassad Mukherji on his death anniversary, Shah
said that Dr Mukherji was illegally arrested in 1953
for entering into J&K without a permit. "Why need a
permitfor entering one's own country? He was jailed
and later assassinated," Shah said, adding that today
the "soul of Dr Mukherji will be restingin peace as his
mission and vision of Ek Vidhan, Ek Nishan and Ek
Pradhan stands fulfilled”

The Home Minister said that Dr Mukherjiwas the
first to oppose the inclusion of Article 370 into the
Indian constitution on the pretext that “one nation
can'thave two flags, two constitutions and twoheads”
“OnAugust5,2019, Prime Minister Narendera Modi
took a big step and removed the Article 370 forever
and fulfilled the vision of Dr Mukherji," Shah said,
adding that if West Bengal is with India today, it was
due to the vision of Dr Mukherji.

Hesaid Indiais celebratingnineyears of PMModi's
rule. “Modiji's rule is an open book. It is not like UPA
that did Rs 12 lakh Crore scam. There is not even a
single corruption allegation against Modiji during
his nine year rule," Shah said.

He said Jammu is touching new heights of
developmentand today multi-crore projects were
inaugurated in the city. Shah said that BJP tight-
ened noose on terrorism and today "terrorism is
on the death bed.”"In UPA's ten year rule, there
were, 60,327 terrorism incidents. In Modiji's nine
year rule, terrorism touched its lowest ebb. In
47 months after abrogation of Article 370, there
were only 32 calls of strikes while stone pelting
declined by 90 percent,” he said, adding, "Youth of
J&Khave replaced stones with laptops and books.”

Shah said that in 2022, for the first time, 1.88
Crore tourists visited J&K. Seeking support for
Modi from the people of Jammu for 2024 parlia-
mentary polls, he said there is no comparison
between“Rahul Baba and Modji.”"We will win over
300 seats in the 2024 polls," he said. The Home
Minister said that the successful G-20 summit
in Srinagar on May 22 to May 25 this year, was
a“grand success.”

“Every foreign dignitary has gone back to their
respective countries with the message of peace and
changing Kashmir post Article 370 abrogation,” he
said and credited LG Manoj Sinha for the smooth
conduct of the G-20 summit in Srinagar.
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J&K witnhessing hew era of
peace, development in
Amrit Kaal: LG Sinha

JAMMU: Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinhainau-
gurated Digital Movie Theatre at Kishtwar.

The Governor congratulated the people of Kishtwar,
District Administration and all stakeholders on the
return of the movie culture to the district.

“J&Kiswitnessing anew era of peace and develop-
mentin Amrit Kaal and thelaunch ofamovie theatre
afteralmostthree decadesin picturesque Kishtwaris
a symbol of aspirational society,” the Governor said.

Art and Creativity transcend all boundaries and
bring people closer. Cinema is not just a medium of
entertainment, but it is also an integral part of the
culture, societyand areflection of change happening
around us, he observed.

Kishtwar hasimmense potential for film tourism.
Thismovie-theaterand infotainmentcenter for children
will be an important step to harness the potential of
local talent, the Governor added.

The Governor shared the effortstorevive the J&K's
bondwith the film industry. Significantstepslike Film
policy, opening of cinema halls in the districts have
createdavibrantfilmecosystemintheUT. Today, Jammu
Kashmirhasbecome the most preferred destination
forthe filmmakers and more than 300 movies and web
serieswerefilmedlastyear. Thisisalso providinghuge

opportunities to the local youth, he said.

The Governorsaid, in the month of July, threemore
cinema halls will be opened. These cinema halls will
alsobecome the center ofinformation and exchange
of ideas for the youth, he added.

The aspiration of youth is our biggest strength in
developingprogressive and inclusive Jammu Kashmir.
Weare fully committed to provide all theresources for
theirholisticgrowth and development, the Governor
further said.

The Governorurged the people of Jammu Kashmir
toactively contributein the successful conduct of Shri
Amarnathji Yatra, starting from 1stJulyand makeitas
successful as G20 summit. The innovative edu-info-
tainment digital movie theatre at TRC Kishtwaris the
collaborative effort of District Administration Kishtwar,
Kishtwar Development Authority and Picture Time
to address the public demand and provide facilities
of recreation to the people.

DrArunKumarMehta, ChiefSecretary; DrMandeep
Kumar Bhandari, Principal Secretaryto Lt Governor;
Dr. Devansh Yadav, Deputy Commissioner Kishtwar,
senior officials, various stakeholders, youth and people
fromallwalks oflife attended the inaugural ceremony,
in person and through virtual mode.
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After 18 years, Srinagar
records hottest June day
at 35.0 degree Celsius

SRINAGAR: Amid the ongoingheatwavein Kashmir,
Srinagar, the summer capital of Jammu and Kashmir
hasrecorded hottestJune dayafter 18yearsat35.0de-
gree Celsius on Fridaywhile Qazigund and Pahalgam
in South Kashmir recorded second hottest June day
in the last 33 and 15 years respectively.

An Independent Weather Forecaster, Faizan Arif
Keng said that the mercury settled at 35.0 degree
Celsius today, which is the equal warmer June day
recorded on June, 03 2018.

The all-time highest June day was recorded on
June 29, 1978 at 37.8 degree Celsius, he said.

He said that Kokernag has recorded the highest
maximum temperaturein Junein 18 yearswhere the
mercury settled at 33.3 degree Celsius while the pre-
vious and all time highest temperature wasrecorded
on June 24, 2015 at 34.9 degree Celsius.

Qazigund and Pahalgam in South Kashmir have
also recorded the hottest day of the season after the
gap of 33 and 15 years respectively.

Accordingto Keng, themercuryin Qazigundsettled

at34.2degree Celsius, whichisthe hottest June dayin
thelast33 yearswhile all the highest temperatures at
35.7 degree Celsius have been recorded on June 25,
1990 and on June 26, 1988.

In Pahalgam also, the second hottest maximum
temperature in Junewasrecorded today after the gap
of 15 years at 30.2 degree Celsius while the previous
hottest day has been recorded on June 09, 2021 at
30.3 degree Celsius. However, he said thatthe hottest
day of all time was recorded on June 25, 1990 at 32.0
degree Celsius.

Moreover, the weatherman has predicted respite
from the ongoing heatwave from tomorrow onwards,
sayingthatthereis a possibility oflightrain, thunder-
storm at scattered places of Jammu and few places of
Kashmir division as well.

DeputyDirector Meteorological department(MeT),
Dr Mukhtar Ahmad said that from June 25-28, the
weather would remain generally cloudy with possi-
bility ofintermittentlighttomoderate thunderstorms
atmany places.
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STRAY DOGS BITE
11 PERSONS IN

BLAVILLAGE

e

BARAMULLA: At least 11 persons including three mi- \q
nors were injured after they were attacked by stray dogs in
Chandoosaarea of Baramullain north Kashmir's Baramulla
district on Friday.

Straydogs attacked and injured 11 personsincludingthree
minors at Chandoosa village of Baramulla district.

The injured were shifted to a nearby hospital for necessary
treatment, it said.

Confirmingtheincident, BlockMedical Officer (BMO) Sheeri,
Dr Naseer said that they received eleven persons, which include
three minors aged between 5-8 years old, with dog bite injuries.

The injured were treated with vaccines and as such they are out of
danger, BMO said.

Meanwhile, locals of the area here have appealed to the authorities
to act against increasing menace of stray dogs in the area.
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OPPOSITION PATNA MEET:

Amid Cong vs AAP, Oppn
leaders agree to fight BJP
together in 2024 Lok

Sabha polls

Followingthefirstmeetingofthe Opposition parties
toforgeacommon frontagainst the ruling BJP for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections in Patna today, Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar, while addressinga pressmeet, said that
all the leaders have agreed to fight unitedly against
current regime in the Centre. Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge further informed that the next
meetin Shimlawill finalise the modalities of the front.
This comes despite differencesbetween AAP and the
Congressduringthe meeting, where the formermade
itclear thatitwould be “verydifficult” for it to be part
of an alliance until the Grand Old Party denounced
the Centre’s ordinance in Delhi.

Reacting to the meet, the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) launched a scathing attack, with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah calling it a “photo session” and
saying that the various Opposition parties can never
be united. BJP MP Sushil Modi said, “This is a ‘Gath-
bandhan of Thugs. They are preparing to fool the
country. Theyhave no principle, or policy and all are

involved in corruption”.

Raisingthe pitch foraunited Opposition frontinthe
2024 LokSabhapolls, Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said that “Congress’ ideology can never be
separated from Bihar” He also said that Rahul Gandhi
was instrumental in bringing together Opposition
leadersfrom across the country. Kharge added, “Ifwe
win Bihar, we will win India. Kharge was addressing
party workers at the Congress office in Patna, ahead
of the joint Opposition meeting.

Inanescalation oftension between the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) and the Congress in the midst of the
Opposition parties’ firstjoint meetingin Patna Friday,
the AAPsignalled afurther deteriorationinitsstrained
ties with the Congress, saying that unless the latter
publicly denounces the ordinance promulgated by
the Centre it would be “very difficult” for it to be a
partofanyalliance thatincludes the grand old party.

TheBJP-led Centre’s Delhi ordinance takes control
ofadministrative services from the Arvind Kejriwal-led
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AAP government in the national capital.

The standoff between the AAP and the Congress
played out during and after the meeting of the 15
Opposition parties at Bihar Chief Minister and JD(U)
supremo Nitish Kumar’s residence in Patna, which
was convened to work out their common roadmap
fortaking on the Narendra Modi-led BJP dispensation
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.

Whilethe Congresswasrepresented atthis conclave
by party president Mallikarjun Kharge and Rahul
Gandhi, CM Kejriwal and his Punjab counterpart
Bhagwant Mann were also present at the meet.

Inthe course ofthe meeting, the AAPleaderswere
said to have raked up the Congress’s non-committal
stance on the Delhi ordinance so far.

Kharge, itis learnt, then conveyed his strong dis-
pleasureto Kejriwal overan AAP spokesperson’scharge
inDelhi-which apparently came evenasthe meeting
was underway in Patna - that there was allegedly an
agreement between the BJP and the Congress on the
ordinance and that the latter would walk out when
the Bill will be put to vote in the Rajya Sabha in Par-
liament’s upcoming session.

Thisled to an exchange of words between Kharge
and Kejriwal, prompting West Bengal CM and TMC
chief Mamata Banerjee to intervene and play the
role of a referee. Sources said she told Kejriwal that
he should calm down since the Congress has made
itclear that it will take a stand on the issue before the
commencement of the Parliament session. Most of
the leaders sided with the Congress suggesting that
let the party go through its internal procedures and
not be forced to take a stand in the meeting.

Sourcessaid Banerjeeatone pointasked theleaders
of the Congress and the AAP to sit and resolve their
differences over tea and biscuits.

Kharge reportedly said the support on the ordi-
nanceissue could notbe putasaprecondition for an
alliance to fight the BJP and cited the AAP’s several
“provocative statements” targeting his party.

Kejriwal did not attend a joint press conference
addressed by the Opposition leaders following their
meeting. However, while the press event was under-
way, the AAPissued astatement, saying the Congress’s
silence on the ordinance “raised suspicions about
itsreal intentions” It said except for the Congress, all
other 11 parties, which have representation in the
Rajya Sabha, have expressed their stand against the
ordinance and announced that they would oppose
itin the Upper House.

“The Congress, anational party thattakes a stand

on almost all issues, has yet to make its position on
the Black Ordinance public. However, the Congress’
Delhi and Punjab units have announced that the
party should support the Modi government on this
issue. Today, during the like-minded party meeting
inPatna, many partiesurged the Congress to publicly
denouncetheBlack Ordinance. However, the Congress
refused to do so,” the AAP charged.

“Congress’ silenceraises suspicions aboutitsreal
intentions. In personal discussions, senior Congress
leadershavehinted that their partymightinformally or
formally abstain from voting on itin the Rajya Sabha.
The Congress’ abstention from voting on this issue
will help the BJP immensely in furthering its attack
on Indian democracy... Congress’ hesitation and
refusal to act as a team player, especially on an issue
asimportant as this one, would make it very difficult
for the AAP to be a part of any alliance that includes
Congress,” the AAP statement said.

“Untilthe Congress publiclydenouncestheBlack
Ordinance and declares that all 31 of its RS MPs will
oppose the ordinance in the Rajya Sabha, it will be
difficult for AAP to participate in future meetings of
like-minded partieswhere the Congressisaparticipant.
It'shigh time that Congress decideswhetheritstands
with the people of Delhi or the Modi government,”
the Kejriwal-led party added.

Reacting to the AAP’s statement, Delhi Congress
leaders sought to argue that the former’s insistence
on securing a commitment from their party over the
Centre’s ordinance was “a desperate bid to survive
on part of Kejriwal.

Congress sources also alleged that the AAP was
“actingasperthe BJP’sdirections” to throwaspanner
in the Opposition parties’ efforts to forge a common
front against the BJP in the 2024 elections.

“The Congress’ Delhi and Punjab units have al-
readymade somethingamply clearwhenitcomesto
the question of an alliance with the AAP - over their
dead bodies. He (Kejriwal) is seeking consensus on
the ordinance to project himself as a larger figure in
national politics than he actuallyis,” Congressleader
and ex-Delhi MP Sandeep Dikshit said.

“Not only is the AAP not required as far as larger
Opposition unity is concerned, what also needs to
be asked especially nowis when was the last time - if
atall - that it talked of Opposition unity? When they
were contesting elections (against the Congress) in
Goa, Gujarat and Uttarakhand? He (Kejriwal) is not
fighting for the sake of Opposition unity but to keep
himself out of jail,” Dikshit charged.
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The words of the External Affairs Minister, S. Jais-
hankar, resounded with clarity and conviction, cast-
ing a spotlight on the undeniable truth: Jammu and
Kashmir should not be denied the bountiful fruits of
development and globalization that the rest of India
has savoured. With unwavering resolve, he empha-
sized that these benefits are the rightful inheritance
of the people of this Union Territory.

It is with this grand vision in mind that the Gov-
ernment of India planned the third G-20 Tourism
Working Group meeting in the picturesque city of
Srinagar. This strategicmove aimed tointroduce Jam-
mu and Kashmir, particularly the enchanting region
of Kashmir, to the world in an entirely new light—a
land brimming with vast potential for both business
and tourism. Simultaneously, itserved as a testament
to the evolving nature of Jammu and Kashmir, show-
casing therelentless transformations occurringwith
each passing day.

Whilenumerousmeetingshadbeenconvenedacross
various cornersofthenation, choosing Kashmirasthe
venue held unparalleled significance and conveyed
a profound message. It was a deliberate endeavour
to transcend mere symbolism and communicate
the unwavering determination of the government
to unleash the true potential of Jammu and Kashmir
to the world at large. By showcasing the untapped
opportunities and the evolvinglandscape, the govern-
mentsoughtto captivate heartsand minds, instilling
adeep-rootedbeliefthatJammu and Kashmirwasan
emerging beacon of progress and prosperity.

The anticipation surrounding the G20 meeting
broughtawave of unfamiliar excitementto the people
of Kashmir. Forthe firsttime, conversationsfilled the air
as Kashmiris found themselves frequently discussing
this prestigious gathering. Some were well-versed in
its purpose, while others merely speculated about
the arrival of “world leaders” in their beloved region,
their curiosity piqued.

Amidstthisgrowingbuzz, anintrigningphenomenon
unfolded in the city of Srinagar. A flurry of construc-
tion activities took place at an unprecedented pace,
leaving thelocalsastounded. The transformation was
sorapid thatitseemed to defy their prior experiences
of sluggish project timelines. This sudden burst of
progress felt unfamiliar, even strange, to those who
had grown accustomed to delayed endeavours.

Bilal Ahmad, a shopkeeper in the bustling Lal
Chowk, voiced the astonishment shared by many.
He expressed, "We are unaccustomed to witnessing
an entire area being excavated for renovations, only

towitnessits swiftresurgence within amatter of days.
Itwas an extraordinary sight, unlike anythingwe had
seenbefore." Hiswordsencapsulated the bewilderment
that gripped the community as they witnessed their
surroundings undergoing a rapid metamorphosis.

These changes, coupled with the buzz surround-
ing the G20 meeting, ignited a sense of hope and
optimism among the people of Kashmir. It was as
if a new chapter had dawned upon them, a chapter
brimming with possibilities and a departure from
the stagnation of the past. The city's transformation
became a symbol of the government's commitment
to uplifting the region, stirring a sense of pride and
anticipation within the hearts of the Kashmiripeople.

Amidstthe astonishment thatpervaded the com-
mon folk, those involved in sectors such as tourism
and various businesses harboured an equal meas-
ure of hope. They eagerly anticipated the arrival of
delegates from different countries, recognizing the
immense potentialitheld for their endeavours. Itwas
an opportunity to showcase the unique offerings of
Kashmir, ranging from its captivating arts, crafts, to
its diverse indigenous treasures, on a global stage.

The prospect of international delegates bearing
witness to the splendour and richness of Kashmir's
culturalandartisticheritageignited asense of optimism.
Those immersed in the local arts scene, like Sajjad
Ahmad, aseasoned practitioner ofthe exquisite Sozni
art, spoke with conviction. "Their visit to Kashmir is
bound to yield significant benefits. They will witness
the beauty, the opulence of our cultural and artistic
heritage. Undoubtedly, they will carry back stories
and experiences, ultimately amplifyingourreach and
opening doors of opportunity for us."

For individuals like Sajjad Ahmad, this was an
occasion of profound significance. It presented an
invaluable chance to showcase their craftsmanship
and skills to a global audience. The anticipation of
the international community recognizing and ap-
preciating the unique offerings of Kashmir fueled a
renewed sense of purpose and determination among
the artists, craftsmen, and entrepreneurs.

Aswhispersoftheimpendingeventspread across
the valley, a collective belief emerged—a belief that
the visit of these esteemed delegates would catalyze
growth, amplifying the prospects oflocal businesses
and paving the way for greaterrecognitionand collab-
oration. It was a moment when dreams intertwined
with possibilities, kindling a fervent hope that the
world would soon discover the untapped treasures
nestled within the enchanting realms of Kashmir.
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INFRASTRUCTURE BOOM IN KASHMIR:

The preparation for the G20 meeting brought
forth a surge of development across Kashmir, with a
notable emphasis on the city of Srinagar. Previously
sluggish projectsunder the smartcityinitiative gained
momentum and underwent rapid transformations.
Well in advance of the G20 gathering, Srinagar was
meticulouslyprepared to captivate both delegatesand
visitors from every corner of the nation. The impact
of the event, as suggested by the people, sparked a
process that would reshape Kashmir, setting it apart
in remarkable ways.

Countless effortswereundertaken even beforethe
eventwas scheduled. Roads underwent astonishing
transformations, whileadiverserange ofinfrastructure
projectsflourished. Themomentumunleashed by the
G20eventsignalled aremarkablesshift thatthe people
could already perceive. Waseem Ahmad, a student,
shared his belief, saying, "Before the event, numer-
ous developments were undertaken. Theroads have
undergone remarkable transformations, and a wide
array of infrastructure has emerged. I am confident
thatthis processwillnothalt; in fact, itwill continue to
improve with each passing day. The G20 event acted
asacatalystfor transformation, a transformation that
is palpable to the people."

It is worth noting that Jammu and Kashmir had
alreadybeen experiencingasignificantinfrastructure
boominrecentyears. The expansion ofroad networks
has connected remote villages and previously inac-
cessible areas, while the construction of newbridges
and tunnelshasrevolutionized connectivity. However,
the impact is not limited to infrastructure alone. A
transformative wave is sweeping across all sectors,
kindling hope among the people that the ongoing
changes will pave the way for a better future.

The collective belief is that this multifaceted de-
velopment, complemented by the G20 event, will
shape a new destiny for Kashmir. The region is set to
emerge as a beacon of progress, embracing positive
change with open arms. With every passing day, the
visionofatransformed Kashmirbecomesincreasingly
vivid, promisinga brighter future foritsresidents and
heralding a new era of growth and prosperity.

ABOUT TOURISM SECTOR:

Through the momentous G20 eventheld in Srina-
garin May of thisyear, the Governmentsucceeded in
unveiling Kashmir to theworld asa destination brim-
mingwithworld-class tourism potential. Throughout
the meeting, Kashmir was described as a paradise,

characterized not only by its rich cultural history but
also by its awe-inspiring natural beauty, capable of
leaving visitors spellbound. One delegate, Adnan
Aziz Gilitwala, representing the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), captured this sentiment perfectly
duringthe inaugural session of the Tourism Working
Group meeting.

He expressed that to truly grasp the beauty of
Kashmir, one must visit this extraordinary place and
experienceitfirst-hand. He eagerly pledged toinform
othersaboutthewonders of Kashmirand encourage
them to embark on their journey to this captivating
land. Such statements were novel to the people of
Kashmir as they witnessed foreign delegates prom-
isingto undertake the necessary marketing efforts to
showcase the Valley on the global stage, ultimately
leading to an increase in tourism.

Thesamesentimentreverberated amongthe stake-
holdersinthetourismindustry. Theywholeheartedly
believed that the G20 event marked the beginning of
something monumental for Kashmir—an opportu-
nity to present the region to the outside world as an
immaculate haven for tourism, boasting a plethora
of offerings for visitors from across the globe.

Theimplicationswere profound. For thefirsttime,
foreign delegates expressed theircommitmenttoelevate
Kashmir's profile and attractinternational attention.
This pledge resonated deeply with the people, who
eagerlyanticipated thearrival of tourists from farand
wide. The G20 eventserved asacatalyst, ignitingasense
of collective purpose and instillingunwaveringhope
inthehearts of Kashmir's tourism stakeholders. Itwas
a transformative moment, poised to thrust Kashmir
into the global spotlight as a pristine and enchanting
destination, brimmingwith extraordinaryexperiences
for all who ventured there.

"The G20 Tourism Working Group meetingin Srina-
garwasanincrediblysignificanteventfor ourregion,
given that tourism plays a vital role in our economy.
Our aspiration is for this event to bring about a truly
exceptionaland memorable experience for thetourism
industry," said Manzoor Ahmad Wangnoo, Chairman,
Nigeen Tourist Traders Association (NTTA).

For Abdul Aziz, a shikara wala operating on Dal
Lake, the opportunitytotake the foreign G20 delegates
on a shikara ride held profound significance. As the
shikara glided away from the shores of Dal Lake, he
witnessed a sense of wonderment on their faces.

"In that radiance, I glimpsed a brighter future for
Kashmir'stourismsector and the potential forimproved
livelihoods for us. I knew that they would convey
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their experiences to their fellow countrymen,” he
expressed. Abdul Aziz recognized the government's
efforts toupliftand promote tourism in Kashmir, and
he emphasized that the G20 event was one of the
significant steps that would bear fruit.

Abdul Azizisnotaloneinhishopeful expectations.
Many others, likehim, have placed theiraspirations on
thegovernment'songoingendeavours, firmlybelieving
that they will witness transformative changes in the
days to come. They acknowledge that change takes
time, buttheir optimism persists, and they eagerly await
themuch-needed transformation. Showkat Ahmad,
anothershikarawala, shared, "Tourismflowsare good,
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buttheymostly comprise visitors from different parts
of the country. We yearn to witness a surge in foreign
tourists, and our hope rests on that."

Notably, for the Government of India, in addition
to otherfocus areas, the primary objective of hosting
the G20 eventin Srinagarhasbeentodrive anincrease
in tourist numbers. Union Minister for Tourism, G.
Kishen Reddy, expressed during the delegates' stay
in Kashmir that in 2022, 1.84 crore tourists visited
Jammu and Kashmir. He highlighted the government's
anticipation ofattracting 20 million tourists to Kashmir
this year, including foreign visitors. Additionally, the
focushasbeen on promotingKashmirasanideal des-
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tination for film shootings. Union Minister Dr Jitendra
Singh affirmed during the G20 event that the region
has already witnessed significant positive changes,
surpassing the progress achieved in previous years.

Thegovernment'scommitmentto bolsteringtour-
ism, coupled with its vision for the increased footfall
of foreign tourists and the promotion of Kashmir as
afavourable filminglocation, instils a sense of hope
and excitement among the people. They eagerly an-
ticipate the realization of these endeavours, which
they believe will bring forth a new era of prosperity
and growth for the region.

UPLIFTMENT OF MARKETS:

Change in Kashmir has always been perceived as
agradual process, something thatunfolds over time.
The people of Kashmir have embraced this belief,
allowing time to be the ultimate arbitrator. Howev-
er, recently, they sensed change knocking at their
doors sooner than expected when the Government
organized thefirstInternational Buyer-Seller meetin
Srinagar for Kashmir's agriculture and horticulture
products. Thismomentous meetingbroughttogether
14importers from countries such as the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Bangladesh, Kuwait, Indonesia, and
Singapore, alongside 22 exportersfrom different states.
Kashmiri entrepreneurs proudly showcased their
diverse range of products to international guests.
It was a golden opportunity for them to engage in
business onalargerscale, while for the Government,
it marked a pivotal moment to catalyze a process
aimed at boosting exports from Kashmir, propelling
local businesses to new heights.

Anisa, a project manager of a company that spe-
cializes in exporting a unique variety of rice known
as 'Mushk Budejj,' regarded this meeting with in-
ternational players as an unprecedented event. She
stressed the interconnectedness of such gatherings
with the Government's broader efforts, which began
with the hosting of the G20 event in Srinagar. "These
events may seem disparate, but they are inherently
linked," she explained.

Inadditionto exploringKashmir's tourism poten-
tial, the G20 Tourism Working Group meeting also
soughttofosteralliances foreconomicdevelopment,
knowledge exchange, and bolsteringlocal markets by
showcasingtheir distinctive characteristics. However,
businesspeople in Kashmir believe that expanding
the market economy further can only be achieved
through increased exports. Those in business assert
that the Government must facilitate this process and

engagewith G20 member countriestomakeitareality.
"The G20 event in Srinagar could be the precursor
for this transformation. However, how it evolves re-
mains to be seen. Moreover, the Government must
allow entrepreneurs to flourish and leverage their
expertise to strengthen the markets," emphasized a
local businessman.

Withamultitude of governmentinitiativesand pri-
vateinvestmentsrevitalizingtraditional marketplaces,
Kashmir'slocal markets are currently experiencinga
remarkable transformation. People eagerly anticipate
witnessing further progress and developmentin the
days to come. The winds of change are palpable, in-
fusingarenewed vibrancyinto the fabric of Kashmir's
traditional markets and capturing the imagination of
itsresilient inhabitants.

OUTREACH AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL:

What the Government of India did by holding
the G20 event in Srinagar strengthened its position
globally regarding Kashmir. There is no doubt that
apart from ensuring that Kashmir is provided with
an international stage to project the growth and de-
velopment it is currently undergoing, the arrival of
foreign delegates in Kashmir became a diplomatic
victory for India because it showcased the massive
transformation happening in the Valley and, at the
same time, debunked the "false narrative" that was
spread across theworld. Postthe abrogation of Article
370, there has been constant lobbying happening
in the West, projecting that J&K was witnessing the
"worst"in the shape of "humanrights violations" and
the "curtailment” of other civilliberties. However, what
India did in the form of the G20 meeting in Srinagar
wasamasterstroke thatresounded and madeIndia's
case, which stated thatthemove of August5,2019, was
aimed at changing the economic and development
landscapeinJ&K, even stronger. Experts believe that
India has ensured a diplomatic victory by inviting
foreign delegations to Kashmir and has achieved
multiple targets with just a single move.

CHINA'S ABSENCE:

There were a few countries that backed out from
the G20 Tourism Working Group meetingin Srinagar,
and Chinawas one amongthem. While China'smove
made quickheadlines, itdid notseem to affect India,
as Dr Jitendra Singh told the media during a press
conference at SKICC that China's move was aloss for
them and that it did not affect India or the working
group meetingin anysense. While this statementwas
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plainly made by overlooking the geopolitical com-
plexities and interests, Chinahad a pointin choosing
notto attend the meeting in Kashmir—itdid so atthe
behest of Pakistan, which has stood in opposition
to it from day one. The frustration was visible, and
China complied with staying out. At the same time,
China has been habitual in siding with Pakistan in
such mattersaimed solely athurtingIndia. However,
the factremains thatboth countries, China as well as
Pakistan, have gained nothing from it. India's view of
seeingitas aloss for China could be quite the reality.

Some believe that while China's presence would
have been important for India, especially regarding
J&K, it would not have gone in accordance with the
Dragon's all-weatherrelationship with Pakistan. The
experts who keenly observe India-China relations
believe that China's absence was not a blow, but at
the same time maintain that its presence would have
made the entire scenario for India quite impactful.
Theynoted that China's absence from the eventheld
in Srinagar was not even felt.

HEIGHTENED SECURITY GRID:

Thedaythe delegationreached Srinagar, detailed
security arrangements were made by the authorities,
even as the identified route that the delegates would
take toreach themeetingvenue underwent thorough
checksaspartofsecurity protocol. However, according
to observers, the unnecessary security grid, to some
extent, played anegativerole. Even the peoplebelieve
that given the fact that the overall security situation
in J&K has improved over the last few years, the se-
curity bandobast seemed needless. "They were the
guests who came to Kashmir to know ourrichnessin
tourism and culture, which they would project and
showcase in their respective countries; no matter if it
was an international event, but the extent of security
inplace, inmyopinion, wasneedless," said Mushtaq
Ahmad, alocal.

Thehyped security arrangementswere alsonoted
by a few people from the international media, who
then made efforts to highlight the same and project
the entire scenario as per their agenda. On the part
ofthe administration, though, it maintained that the
securityarrangementswere doneinaccordancewith
the laid-down SOPs and keeping in view the impor-
tance of the event.

CANCELLED VISIT TO GULMARG:
Gulmargisknownacrossthe globe formanythings,
but what holds importance—apart from its green

pastures and breathtaking surroundings—is its ski
slopes, which are often termed better and seamless
for snow skiing in comparison to the Alps in Europe.
Gulmarg was on the itinerary, and the foreign del-
egates were scheduled to visit it, but the same had
to face last-minute cancellations for reasons better
known to the authorities. It was, however, given out
thatdue to thelack of time, the visit of the delegation
to Gulmarg was cancelled.

The place was beautified, developmental works
were done well in advance, and the ski resort was
quite ready for the delegates to visit and find them-
selves mesmerized by the intoxicating beauty. The
cancellation turned out to be negative for the G20
Working Group Meeting in Srinagar and became an
upsettingmomentfor the tourism playersin Gulmarg
because the visit of the delegates from G20 countries
could have been a game-changer for the tourism
sector in Gulmarg, especially concerning the arrival
of foreign tourists.

"The GulmargDevelopment Authorityhad executed
several works, anticipating the visit of the delegates;
this place was given a different shape and texture,
ready to leave them hooked, but in the end, the visit
was cancelled, which left everyone upset to the core.
More importantly, the cancellation was a blow to
the tourism setup in Gulmarg," said Tarig Ahmad, a
local associated with the tourism operations in Gul-
marg. While the authoritieshave maintained thatthe
cancellation was due to the paucity of time, it seems
thatalotremained untouched for the G20 delegates
during their visit to Kashmir by not visiting Gulmarg.

DELEGATES WITH LOW PROFILES:

India, asthehost of G20, had itstopmost officials, as
wellas ministers, attend the Tourism Working Group
Meeting in Srinagar, depicting the country's com-
mitment to showcasing J&K's potential. However,
the participating countries, exceptfor Singapore and
Bangladesh, hadlow-profile officials attend the meet-
ing, which was important given it was being held in
Kashmir. Accordingto official details, a 60-member
delegation attended the meeting, and there were also
representatives from nearly adozen countries who
wereinvited. "Theintention was tolet the delegates
knowthe potential of Kashmir, and if the delegates
had been of higher ranks, the effect would have
been big; that seems to be a missed opportunity
that could have been utilized to ensure that what
goes out goes with a thud and an impact,” said the
tourism stakeholders.
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J&K government
designates 4 more courts
for trial of UAPA offences

SRINAGAR: In a significant move, the Jammu
& Kashmir Government has designated four more
courtsfortrial of offences under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act-1967.

J&K'sDepartmentofLaw, Justiceand Parliamentary
Affairs has designated four more courts- two each in
Kashmir and Jammu- for trial of offences under the
UAPA. With this development, the number of courts
designated under the NIA Act for trial of offences
under UAPA has gone upto 11.

According to a notification issued by the Depart-
ment of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, the
court of additional district and sessions judge (fast
track Court) Budgam has been designated for trial of
offences under UAPA in the jurisdiction of Budgam
district.

Similarly, the court of additional district and ses-
sions judge Ganderbal has been designated for trial
of offences under UAPA in Ganderbal district.

The notification further states that the additional
districtand sessionsjudge(fast track court) Doda will
hear UAPA cases of Doda and Kishtwar district while
the additional district and sessions judge, Poonch
willhavejurisdiction over UAPA cases of Poonch and
Rajouri districts.

It is worthwhile to mention that Supreme Court
has observed that all offences under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 (UAPA), whether
investigated by the National Investigation Agency or
by the investigatingagencies ofthe State Government,
are to be tried exclusively by Special Courts set up
under the NIA Act.

Yatra symbol of brotherhood
in Kashmir: Farooq

SRINAGAR: National Conference President and
Member oftheParliament from Srinagarvisited Chan-
dwari & Pahalgam to review the preparedness and
response mechanism of all the stakeholder depart-
ments on the Pahalgamroute of Shri Amarnathji Yatra.

He also conducted on-site inspection of facilities
and urged the stakeholder departments to ensure
best possible lodging, health care, communication
network, sanitation, water supply, weather forecasting
and emergency response.

Dr. Farooq also chaired a review meeting on the
preparedness of annual Shri Amarnathji Yatra with
representatives of various stakeholder departments
in Pahalgam.

He was accompanied by seniorleader Mian Altaf
Ahmed, Treasurer Shammi Oberoi, Chief Spokes-

person Tanvir Sadiq, his Political Advisor Mushtaq
Guroo, DistrictPresident Anantnag Altaf Ahmad Wani.
Amongothersrepresentatives of various stakeholder
departments were also present on the occasion.

Describing the Amarnath Yatra as a symbol of
brotherhood in the Kashmir Valley, he said those
spreading hatred in the country should witness how
both communitiesincluding Muslims and Hindusin
Kashmir come together to supporteach otherfor the
smooth conduct of the annual pilgrimage.

He further urged those who propagate hatred to
observe the camaraderie and cooperation between
Muslims and Hindus during the yatra.

He emphasized the importance of the Amarnath
Yatra for the livelihood of the local population, par-
ticularlythosewhoworkduringthe pilgrimage season.
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POWER WOES:

Unit price Rs 6, consumers
pay Rs 3 per unit; KPDCL
looks for alternatives

Consumers across Valley irked over pesky power cuts;

Supplying 10 percent more power than previous

year in June this year: CE KPDCL

I Nasir Azam

SRINAGAR: Amid the persistent power cutsacross
the Valley, the administration has been looking for
an alternative to purchase electricity at the cheapest
rates in the markets to ensure better power supply to
the consumers across Kashmir.

Reliable sources privy to the development told
the new agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO)
theelectricityrates per unitare high
at the spot markets and thus it has
become unaffordable to purchase =
the electricity at Rs 6 per unit as the
Kashmir Power Distribution Corpo-
ration Limited (KPDCL) has been
supplyingsameunittotheconsumers =
attherate of Rs 2 or Rs 2.50.

“The governmenthasbeenlook-
ingfor an alternative at presentand
trying to purchase the electricity at
thecheapestratestoputanendtothe
sufferings of people, whohavebeen
witnessingerraticpower supply,’ the
sources said.

They added that the KPDCL
has been presently managing the
electricity by resorting to power
cuts in both rural and City areas. “Besides, it is
important to share that the demand for electricity
hasincreased. It seems that the people might have

beenresorting to the use of more gadgets now and
thus the demand has increased unlike the past,’
the sources said.

Meanwhile, ChiefEngineer, KPDCLwhen contacted,
told KNO that they have supplied 10 per cent more
electricity than previous year. “The department has
augmented the power infra and thereby 10 per cent
extra electricity has been supplied to the consumers
this year,” he said.

Asked about any relief in power cuts, he said that
KPDCL has a domain to supply the electricity only
and itis being supplied as per the availability.

July 12023 25

Kashmir Tene

Reliable Data Xpose




P> TOURISM

New Era of tourism in
JK make strides

I Mohammad Hanief

Withanincreasingfootfall of domesticand foreign
visitors, tourism in Jammu and Kashmir is scaling
new heights, making the Union Territory one of top
destinationsin the country. “Year onyearand month
on month, we have received more tourists this year
compared to previous year.

Thenatural beautyand picturesquelocationshave
made itafavoured destination for tourists across the
world. Jammuisfamousforits temples, while Kashmir
Valley is known for its lakes and gardens. J&K has
agro-climatic conditions best suited for horticulture
and floriculture.

Tourismindustryhasbecomeaveryfastestgrowing
industry in the modern period. Itisrecognized as an
important “tiger” industry for the first decade of the
currentcentury. Tourism doesnot produce goods, but

itismainly a service industry and extends services to
different classes of people. It consists of the activities
undertaken through travel from home or workplace
forthe pleasure and enjoymentofcertain destinations,
and the facilities that cater to the needs of the tourist.
Travel and tourism have been important social
activitiesofhumanbeingsfrom timeimmemorial. The
urge todiscover newplaceswithin one’s own country
or outside and try to find a change of environment
has been practiced from ancient times. Almost in
every economy of the world, tourism sector plays a
vital role in the contribution of generating revenue,
employment opportunities and in economy’s GDP.
It provides opportunities to local populace to in-
creasetheirlivingstandards byincreasingemployment
opportunities. According to the estimates from the
World Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC) in 2011,
tourism generates around 270.7 million jobs globally
and accounts for over 10% of global Gross Domestic
Product (GDP).Italso playskeyrolein cross-cultural
exchange of the two cultures.
Ithelpstolearnaboutdifferentlanguages, life styles
and tradition. It provides opportunities to adopt the
qualities of different culturesvice-versa, astourists are
alsoboundto cause tension amongthelocal popula-
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tion by introducing new life styles and progressively
promotingsocial, cultural and religious disruptions.
Tourism serves asameans of conserving the cultural
heritage ofthelocal areawhich otherwise mightbelost
duetodevelopment. It provides scope for conserving
local dance, art, craft, music, drama, dress and old
historic monuments.

Jammuand Kashmirisgeographicallyauniqueplace
with three different regions i.e. Jammu, Kashmir and
Ladakh. Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal husbandry,
Forestry and Tourism are the main source of economy
andamongallindustries, tourismisanimportantindus-
try in the state. Tourism is considered to be economic
bonanza for Jammu and Kashmir because industrial
development s verylimited to hilly terrains.

The tourism in J&K offers a wide array of places
to see. The delighting backwaters, hill stations and
landscape make J&K a beautiful tourist destination.
Historical monuments, forts, places of religious im-
portance, hill resorts, etc. add to the grandeur of the
state as it attract tourists from all over the world.

Tourismhasnowbecomeasignificantindustryin
J&K, contributing enormously to the economy of the
region and providingemploymentto alargenumber
of people. Beingalabor-intensive industry, thescope
of employment is very vast. Tourism is regarded as
multi-segmented industry, therefore provides differ-
ent types of jobs like hotel managers, receptionists,
guides, tour operators, travel agents, photographers
& many other jobs which are required to strengthen
thetourism. Additionally, J&Kis alsolikelytobecome
a major hub for medical tourism if timely steps are
taken by the government authorities to exploit this
opportunity aswell. Itis bestowed with beauty & rich
forests, natural lakes, fresh water as is known all over
the world for its beautiful valleys, lakes, snowcapped
peaks, invigorating climate, valleys, cool climate, op-
portunities for trekking fishing, skiing & number of
archaeological  historical, cultural &religious places,
cool climate & hospitable people.

Jammu and Kashmir especially Kashmir valley
offers various categories of tourism. These include
adventure tourism, medical tourism, water rafting,
skiing, religious tourism, etc. Jammu and Kashmirhas
a composite culture. There is a harmonious blend of
art, religion and philosophy. Religionslike Christianity,
Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, and Sikhism etc. has
co-existed in J&K since hundreds of years.

Jammu and Kashmir has tremendous potential
in tourism sector. The scope of large scale industrial
developmentis verylimited. Tourism being alabour

intensive industry provides a very vast scope for em-
ploymentopportunities. Theemploymentopportunities
providedbythisindustryare comparativelyhigher than
otherindustries. Tourismisregarded multi-segmental
industry; therefore, it provides different types of jobs
like hotel managers, receptionists, accountants, clerks,
guides, travel agents, chefs, transport operators etc.
The State of Jammu and Kashmir offers a very large
number of marketable products.
Whilelookingfromtouristpointofview, each district
ofthe union territory has so much to offer such as: Vast
Natural Resources, Adventure Tourism (River Rafting,
Mountain climbing), Numerous Trekking routes, Pil-
grimage Tourism (Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist), Wildlife
Tourism, Heritage Tourism, Springs, Festivalsand Cultural
activities, Handicraftsetc. seekingan alternativeforeco-
nomic development and contribution in employment
generation, tourism can be regarded as a viable source
of economic development in the region.
Dividingcategoricallytouristdestination of the J&K,
one cananalyze thattheregion has potential for: The
growth of tourism in Jammu & Kashmir shows that
the industry has registered an all-round substantial
development in the state during the last two -three
decades, most of the potential, for its growth has not
yetbeen exploited and much moreislefttobedesired.
Thenewtourism policy of J&Kis giving abig thrust
to tourism-related infrastructure - improving the ex-
istingtouristinfrastructure and creating infrastructure
at75newtouristdestinationsbeing developed by J&K
Tourism. On the anvil are 75 new sufi/religious sites,
75new cultural and heritage sites and 75 new tracks.
The J & K government is giving a big push to film
tourism. Under thenewtourismpolicy, asingle-window
facilityhas been provided to promote film shootings
in J&K besides offering a whole gamut of facilities
including OB Vans, houseboats, shooting equipment
and posit- production facilities to Indian and foreign
film crews. On the road connectivity front, Rs 1 lakh
crore hasalreadybeeninvested inroad infrastructure
and 6912 km of road network has been constructed
under PMGSY in the last three years. The 670 km
long Delhi-Amritsar-Katra greenfield expressway is
setfor December 2024 completion. The 250-kmlong
Jammu-Srinagar 4-lane highway being built at the
costofRs 16000 crore, willbe completed by 2025. This
all-weatherroad willlink Kashmirwith therest of the
country, reducing the road journey between Jammu
and Srinagar to 4-5 hours.
The author is a regular columnist and can be
mailed at m.hanief@gmail.com
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Explore more Gandola
projects under PPP mode: CS

SRINAGAR: ChiefSecretary, Dr Arun Kumar Me-
hta Tuesday chaired the 33rd meeting of Board of
Directors (BoD) of the J&K Cable Car Corporation
(JKCCC)hereinwhichimportant decisionsregarding
expansion of activities of the corporation were taken
by the members of the Board.

The meetingwas attended by Principal Secretary,
Finance; Secretary, Tourism; Director Tourism, Kash-
mir; DG, Budget; DG, Expenditure Division-I; MD,
JKCCC besides other concerned officers.

During the BoD meeting, Dr Mehta impressed
upon the officers to take up thework of maintenance
and upgradation of Gulmarg Gandola an earliestasit
isamajor asset of the corporation and catersto thou-
sands of tourists each month. He asked for carrying
out thorough inspections of all of its installations by
a technical team so as to ensure safety and comfort
ofthetourists. The Chief Secretaryenjoined upon the
officers of the Corporation to explore the possibility
of establishing many such cable car projects across
the tourist places of the UT. He advised them to look
at the tourist destinations not covered under other
schemes such as Bharat Mala.

Dr Mehta observed that many of the tourist loca-
tions like Sarthal, Mantalai, Sanasar, Doodhpathri,
Baderwah and Baisaran (Pahalgam) have tremendous
potential of attracting tourists by establishment of
cable car projects at these locations. He said that a
mechanismunder Public-Private partnership should
be contemplated over for executing these projectsin
atime-bound manner.

Regarding the Peerkhoo-Mubarak Mandivertical
lift the Chief Secretary enjoined upon the officers to
take up the project forthwith. He said that the project
islongawaited and should be developed asanadded
attraction atMubarakMandi Heritage Complex. The
packageincludes connectingitwith the touristplaces
of Bahu Fort and Mahamaya Temple complex.

The Chief Secretary also told the Corporation to
have arelook on the alignment of Makhdoom Sahib
Ropeway project so that its lower boarding station
is readily accessible to the devotees going up to the
SufiShrine. He told them to extend theropewayright
up to the Hari Parbat Fort for attracting more visitors

towards this facility.

During the meeting the Board deliberated upon
various agenda items thatincludes establishment of
around six drag lifts at locations of Sonamarg, Doo-
dhpathri, Gulmarg, Kangdoori, Padri (Baderwah)
and Sanasar for promoting skiing at these locations.
Further the corporationis goingto constructskishops
at all the aforesaid destinations for the sport to take
off at these locations.

The Board was apprised that the corporation is
installing vertical lift between the Peerkho Station of
Jammu Ropeway Project and Mubarak Mandi Her-
itage Complex atan estimated cost of about Rs 27 Cr.
The Projecthad been bifurcated into two stages with
one being vertical rise of 38 meters and 30 meters,
and two horizontal foot bridges of 34 meters and 30
meters span. It was also added that the Project will
have three stations, 02 viewing decks, with parking
facility. The vertical lift will have carrying capacity of
13 passengers at a time.

Regarding the performance of the Corporation,
the Board was informed that the corporation earned
the net profit of Rs 20.21 Cr from the year 2019-20
to 2021-22 despite Covid-19 restrictions during the
period. It was also informed that the corporation’s
financial health has improved a lot over the last few
yearsand hasgenerated therecord revenue of Rs 100
Crduringtheyear2022-23 receiving praise fromnone
other than Union Finance Minister herselfduringher
Budget speech.
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Visitors rue basic
facilities at Doodpathri

tourist destination

Locals, traders say despite good inflow, tourists
complain of network, other issues

I Naveed UlHaq

BUDGAM:Doodpathri,afamoustouristdestination
in central Kashmir's Budgam district, iswitnessinggood
touristfootfall. However, the visitors are complaining
about the lack of basic facilities at the scenic place.

The locals as well as visitors told the news agen-
cy—KashmirNews Observer (KNO) that Doodpathri
lacks mobile connectivity and ATM services.

“We fail to understand why the government has
notensured suchbasicfacilities atthis beautiful place.
Telecommunication is an indispensable part of our
lives,” said a local visitor.

On the ATM services, he said most of the food
sellersdonothave onlinebankingfacilitiesand accept
only cash. “So, a couple of ATMs are amust here,” he

[

said, adding that the nearest machine is around 15
kilometre away from the destination.

Ponywallas, restaurantowners and shopkeepersat
thesepicturesque placessaid theyarefacingproblems
despite a good flow of tourists.

They criticised the government for notdeveloping
the place with the facilities like good network cover-
age, ATMs, adventuroussports, etc, saying the lack of
thesefacilities always disappoints tourists. “There are
employees fromvarious departments who comewith
theirfamilies and face such problems,” thelocals said.

Theresidents, especiallythetraders, haveappealed
to the administration to make mobile connectivity
available atthe Doodpathri, sayingnone amonglocal
or outside valley tourists stay here for the night due
to the lack of these facilities.
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